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2025 North Americo
Shepherds Conference!

by Yale Park on July 01

Greetings in Christ! It's July. I'm excited to share the latest church news and worship details
with you. United as one body in Christ, let’s wholeheartedly engage in our upcoming events
and extend a warm invitation to those around us to join in building God’s kingdom together.



THIS MONTH’S
Pastoral Column

Last Sunday, someone from KSC asked me, "What is a house church?" I'm not sure if | gave
a sufficient answer, but in short, a house church is a movement to practice church the way
Jesus envisioned. In form, it seeks to return to the original model of the New Testament
church.

We take note that Jesus' disciples gathered as an organic community in homes. Where is
the place we can share our lives most deeply and honestly? It's the home. Where is the
place non-believers can comfortably step into? It's the home. Pursuing a community that
"saves souls and makes disciples,” we gather in homes to share life, with the house church

as the basic unit, inviting non-believers and growing together as a church. It's idealistic, isn't
it?

But there's a problem. Humans constantly forget and adapt things in their own way. So, we
shouldn't trust ourselves too much. That's why attending conferences like this regularly for
re-education and challenge is necessary. | myself attend a pastors' conference every year
to learn anew and realign, because | don't entirely trust myself.

In this process, however, | made a mistake. For the past four years, | was too lenient with lay
leaders. Shepherds and shepherd wives should attend a conference at least once every two
years, and other members should attend a seminar at least once (and periodically
thereafter), but with the mindset of “Everyone else is doing fine, so I'm the only one who
needs to learn” | didn't push them enough. Of course, a few dedicated ones attended
occasionally, but | don't recall ever insisting strongly.

Over time, as expected, the spirit of the house church weakened, and our own ways of doing
things increased. It felt like we were saying the same things, but something was slightly off.
So, at the end of last year, | set a goal for 2025: "This year, we will send as many people as
possible to conferences.”

Thankfully, five people attended the lay leader seminar, and six, including myself, attended
the shepherds' conference. Of course, it's exhausting. It's not easy. But through this

dedication, we learned a lot, were inspired, and recommitted ourselves. Now, we must pray
that all this dedication, prayer, and sacrifice bear tangible fruit. Please pray with us that the
remaining six months of 2025 will be a time of souls being saved and disciples being raised.



Jeremiah 31:20

Psalm 34:18

| The 53 North America House Church Shepherds Conferenc
e

Church Events in July

July 4: House Church Rest Day
July 10: Session Meeting - 10:00 AM (Pastor Yale, Elder Christine, Elder Marc)
July 16: Monthly Prayer Night and Fasting Day - Join us at 7:00 PM at the church
office for a special time of prayer and fasting. Contact Louis for more details.

e July 14 - August 1: Pastor Vacation - During this period, Wednesday online Bible
reading sessions will be paused. There will be readings on July 2 and 9.
Online Link: https://meet.google.com/ien-jrzn-rpe

Birthdays in July

Let’s celebrate together and extend our blessings to the following people. Feel free to reach
out and share your congratulations and prayers!

e Thomas Kim - July 1
e Maritza Soto - July 17


https://meet.google.com/ien-jrzn-rpe

Louis Vazquez - July 17
Liam Masola - July 18
Angela Carroll - July 21
Khimson - July 30

July Worship Schedule (Liturgist: Deacon Michael Suh)

July 6: New Worship Order Begins (Kids Dismissed after Praise)

Scripture: Psalm 89:19-37
Sermon Title: "Rock and Savior”
Prayer: Kayla Sotomayor
Fellowship: Park

July 13

Scripture: 1 Timothy 4.6-16
Sermon Title: "Set an Example”
Prayer: Veronica Fernandez
Fellowship: Marc

July 20

Scripture: TBD
Sermon Title: TBD
Prayer: Genesis Ramos
Fellowship: Masola

July 27

Scripture: TBD

Sermon Title: TBD
Prayer: Elder Christine Suh
Fellowship: TBD

READ MORE ON OUR WEBSITE

May God'’s blessings abound in your lives as we enter this new month together!

In Christ,


https://www.hopepresbynyc.org/
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